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Council Proceedings 
July 7, 2025 

 
 A regular meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Atkinson, Nebraska, was held 

in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building at 104 S. Main Street, Atkinson, Nebraska on 

the 7th day of July, 2025 at 7:30 o’clock p.m. The meeting was called to order by Mayor 

Erickson. On roll call the following were present: Chuck Asher, Ron Krysl, Helen Olson, Leo 

Seger, Jerry Osborne, Scott Shane. City Attorney, Michael Sholes was also present. 

 Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication in the Atkinson Graphic, 

Atkinson, Nebraska as shown by the affidavit of publication. Notice of the meeting was 

simultaneously given to the Mayor and all members of the City Council and a copy of their 

acknowledgement of receipt of notice and the agenda is attached to these minutes. Availability 

of the agenda was communicated in the advance notice and in the notice to the Mayor and 

Council of this meeting. All proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the convened 

meeting was open to the attendance of the public.  

 Mayor Erickson publicly stated to all in attendance that a current copy of the Nebraska 

Open Meetings Act was available for review and indicated that the poster was on display on the 

east wall. 

  Moved by Seger, seconded by Asher to approve the minutes of the June 2nd meeting. 

RCV: Ayes: Krysl, Olson, Seger, Osborne, Shane, Asher. Nay: None. Motion Carried. 

  Treasurer’s Report for June was discussed and placed on file. 

 The council acknowledged receipt of the June minutes of the Library, Elkhorn Meadows, 

Chamber, and the Union Street Duplex Financial Report. 

 Lori Olson, CPA of Dana Cole, presented and reviewed the 2023-2024 audit with the 

council. 

 Moved by Olson, seconded by Osborne to approve Change Order #2 of the Atkinson 

Water Main Project. There is approximately $168,529.00 left of the American Rescue Plan Act 

(ARPA) grant that was received in 2021. The plan is to have Rutjens Construction continue 

replacing the water line on North Hill Street. RCV: Ayes: Olson, Seger, Osborne, Shane, Asher, 

Krysl. Nay: None. Motion Carried. 

 Moved by Seger, seconded by Olson to approve Resolution 25-05 which is a 

RESOLUTION DECLARING A PUBLIC NUISANCE IN THE CITY OF ATKINSON; ORDERING 

AND DIRECTING THE REMEDY OF SUCH NUISANCE AND ASSESS THE COST THEREOF 

TO THE PROPERTY OWNER AND LEVY THE COST THEREOF AS A SPECIAL 

ASSESSMENT AGAINST THE LAND;REPEALING ALL RESOLUTIONS AND PARTS OF 



July 7, 2025 
 

2 
 

RESOLUTION IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. The 

nuisance is located at 201 North Hyde Street and is for a seriously dilapidated fence around the 

premises that needs substantial repair. RCV: Ayes: Seger, Osborne, Shane, Asher, Krysl, 

Olson. Nay: None. Motion Carried. 

Moved by Krysl, seconded by Osborne to approve Resolution 25-06, which authorizes 

the LARM participation discount of 5% for the October 1st renewal of the liability insurance 

policy. RCV: Ayes: Osborne, Shane, Asher, Krysl, Olson, Seger. Nay: None. Motion Carried. 

Moved by Asher, seconded by Shane to approve a Special Designated License (SDL) 

for FIBER, Inc. on July 11, 2025 at the Phil Keating Memorial Building for the Keogh 501 

Memorial. RCV: Ayes: Shane, Asher, Krysl, Olson, Seger, Osborne. Nay: None. Motion Carried. 

Moved by Asher, seconded by Shane to approve tabling the discussion to repeal Article 

7, Section 703, Number 2, Item xi which reads “No accessory building shall be built upon any lot 

until construction of the principal building has begun” from Zoning law. RCV: Ayes: Asher, Krysl, 

Olson, Seger, Osborne, Shane. Nay: None. Motion Carried. 

Moved by Seger, seconded by Osborne to approve a Building Permit for David Hytrek 

for a 26’ x 40’ x 15’ wood/steel building at 203 North Belle Street. RCV: Ayes: Krysl, Seger, 

Osborne, Shane, Asher. Nay: Olson. Motion Carried. 

Moved by Olson, seconded by Shane to approve a Building Permit for Sandhills 

Renewable Energy, LLC for 1 Fermentation Tank, 1 Evaporator, and 2 Ethanol Dehydration 

Vessels at 87590 Hillcrest Road. RCV: Ayes: Olson, Seger, Osborne, Shane, Asher, Krysl. Nay: 

None. Motion Carried. 

Moved by Krysl, seconded by Seger to approve a Building Permit for Colby Deseive for 

32’ x 12’ x 8’ wood frame addition at 408 East Neely Street. RCV: Ayes: Seger, Osborne, 

Shane, Asher, Krysl, Olson. Nay: None. Motion Carried. 

Moved by Osborne, seconded by Asher to approve a Tear Down Permit for MCO 

Properties for a barn located at 806 North Carberry Street. RCV: Ayes: Osborne, Shane, Asher, 

Krysl, Olson, Seger. Nay: None. Motion Carried. 

Brad Slaughter was unable to attend the council meeting due to needing to be at a 

public hearing in Kearney regarding another project. The council would like him to come to 

another meeting to discuss the bond options for completing North Main Street from Highway 20 

to West Holt School and Carberry Street from the Cowboy Trail to Highway 20. Miller and 

Associates researched grant opportunities and there is not much there for street improvements. 

The estimated cost for the project is 1.7 million.  



July 7, 2025 
 

3 
 

Moved by Seger, seconded by Krysl to approve LB840-156 a Non-Profit Grant 

Application in the amount of $3,752.05 for repairs needed at the Atkinson Senior Center. RCV: 

Ayes: Asher, Krysl, Olson, Seger, Osborne, Shane. Nay: None. Motion Carried. 

Moved by Asher, seconded by Seger to approve a “No Parking” sign be placed on the 

South side of State Street from Belle Street to Hyde Street. There has been some traffic 

congestion with the new coffee shop in that area and not allowing parking on the south side of 

the block will hopefully help keep traffic moving. RCV: Ayes: Krysl, Olson, Seger, Osborne, 

Shane, Asher. Nay: None. Motion Carried. 

A discussion was held regarding electric scooters and bicycles in town. There have been 

complaints received by our police officers and at the city office regarding the use of them in the 

downtown area and not obeying the traffic laws in general throughout town. Michelle Hallstrom, 

Atkinson Police Officer, has placed an article in the Graphic about riding safely in town. An 

additional thought is to have a ‘Safety Day’ at the Community Center to help educate those 

riding about the traffic laws. Law enforcement is asking for voluntary compliance from 

individuals because there are no state statutes regarding the electric form of scooters and 

bicycles. Another article will be placed in the Graphic asking those on electric scooters and 

electric and regular bicycles to avoid travelling through the downtown area and to please use a 

side street to get to your destination and obey the traffic laws such as stopping at stop signs. If 

you are visiting one of the downtown businesses, please slow down and stop at the stop signs. 

This article will also be posted on Facebook and the City’s Website. 

Moved by Seger, seconded by Asher to complete an income survey for the City of 

Atkinson. The State of Nebraska completed an income survey in 2023 through United States 

Housing and Urban Development (HUD). In order to be eligible for Community Development 

Block (CDBG) grants your Low to Moderate Income (LMI) percentage must be over 51%. After 

the survey was completed in 2023 by HUD our percentage dropped to 37.5% with an 8-point 

plus or minus margin of error. The City has utilized CDBG funds over the years to help with 

projects such as the sidewalk project in downtown Atkinson. The cost of the new survey is 

$5,000.00 and will be completed by Central Nebraska Economic Development District (CNEDD) 

over the next two to three months and will be funded out of the LB840 budget. Completing the 

survey does not guarantee that we will again qualify for CDBG funds, but it will give the city a 

more accurate percentage number. The key to this will be educating the citizens of Atkinson to 

complete the survey. RCV: Ayes: Olson, Seger, Osborne, Shane, Asher, Krysl. Nay: None. 

Motion Carried. 
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The agenda item to charge attorney fees to LB840 loan applicants was tabled. The 

council asked if the LB840 plan would have to be re-done to go forward with this and Cheye 

Young, Economic Development Director, stated that she did not think that it would need to be 

re-done. Cheye has checked with other towns that offer LB840 loans and there are only two 

other towns in Nebraska that charge the fees back to the loan applicant. Cheye is going to 

check with those other towns to see how they charge the fees back to the applicant and how 

much they charge them. The other question will be how they have the applicant pay for the fees, 

upfront or put into the loan. 

Fluoride cannot be legally eliminated from the water system. 

Nuisances were addressed. There are several areas in town where individuals are 

jumping the curb to park by their house. Michael Sholes, City Attorney, advised that the city 

ordinance states that you cannot park in front of your house. Leo Seger, Council member, 

stated that he would like to see face-to-face notice of ordinance violations instead of written 

notices. It was asked that the camper parked in the backyard of Steve Fernau located at 405 

North Main be a priority. In general, there are getting to be several unmowed lots, and houses 

falling down that need to be cleaned up. It was mentioned by Leo that the council needs to be 

on the same page regarding nuisances so that several of these lots can be cleaned up in town. 

The subject of hiring Utility Department personnel was tabled as another application 

came in on Friday and two more applications were given out Monday morning. It was decided to 

give the potential applicants until Friday to return their applications so that interviews can be 

held. A special council meeting can be called once all the interviews are held so that person or 

persons can be hired. 

Moved by Seger, seconded by Osborne to approve the delinquent utilities report in the 

amount of $791.74. RCV: Ayes: Shane, Asher, Krysl, Olson, Seger, Osborne. Nay: None. 

Motion Carried. 

Moved by Krysl, seconded by Asher to approve the claims as prepared. RCV: Ayes: 

Asher, Krysl, Olson, Seger, Osborne, Shane. Nay: None. Motion Carried. 

In the City’s search for lots for sale to build another Duplex, Leo Seger wanted it noted in 

the minutes of the meeting that he is a member of Six-Pack, which is a group of investors in 

Atkinson that has property for sale. Leo stated that he would abstain from any vote that would 

include any land that Six-Pack owned.   

Moved by Seger, seconded by Asher to go into executive session at 9:11 p.m. at the 

requestion of Michelle Hallstrom, Atkinson Police Officer, to discuss personnel issues regarding 
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her request to become Police Chief. RCV: Ayes: Shane, Asher, Krysl, Olson, Seger, Osborne. 

Nay: None. Motion Carried. 

Moved by Seger, seconded by Osborne to come out of executive session at 9:26 p.m. 

RCV: Ayes: Asher, Krysl, Olson, Seger, Osborne, Shane. Nay: None. Motion Carried. 

Moved by Osborne, seconded by Asher to approve Mayor Joshua Erickson’s 

appointment of Michelle Hallstrom as Chief of Police. The wage should be what is budgeted in 

the current budget. An ad should also be placed for a new police officer and should include that 

the city would prefer the individual to live in Atkinson if they accept the position.  

Moved by Shane, seconded by Asher to adjourn the meeting at 9:29 p.m. RCV: Ayes: 

Krysl, Olson, Seger, Osborne, Shane, Asher. Nay: None. Motion Carried. 

Claims: 

AFLAC Fee 285.64 
AMERITAS INSURANCE 414h 3,776.44 
ASSOCIATED SUPPLY CO. Supplies 605.70 
ATKINSON FERTILIZER Supplies 57.50 
ATKINSON GRAPHIC Fee 285.80 
ATKINSON LUMBER Repairs 805.36 
ATKINSON VET CLINIC Fee 40.70 
BAKER & TAYLOR Books 96.57 
BRAUN'S FOOD CENTER Supplies 266.67 
C O ENTERPRISES Supplies 1,061.44 
CITY OF ATKINSON PR Funds to TCB 43,460.00 
ELKHORN SAND & GRAVEL Oversize Rock 440.95 
EMBASSY SUITES Lodging 220.00 
FIRST STOP Fuel 471.60 
ONE CALL CONCEPTS, INC. Locate Fee 76.56 
HAGAN JUDY Med/Sup Reimb. 977.12 
JOHN DEERE CREDIT JD Loader Lease 15,776.83 
WM. KROTTER CO. Supplies 2,187.62 
MIDWEST LAB Sample Fee 569.80 
MITCHELL EQUIPMENT PTC/TIF 9,824.37 
N P P D Electric Fee 4,017.16 
NE PHE LAB Sample Fee 333.00 
NE REVENUE DEPT Sales/Use Tax 3,273.08 
POST OFFICE UB Postage 345.52 
NIOBRARA VALLEY ELEC REA Electricity Fee 227.80 
AIRPORT Property/RE Tax 33,287.83 
STUART CONCRETE Street Repair 1,875.00 
TEAM LABORATORY Supplies 1,444.00 
THURLOW, GARY Med/Sup Reimb. 297.08 
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WHITES SERVICE Fuel 1,903.69 
ZISKA CHERYL Med/Sup Reimb. 1,389.99 
ZISKA CONSTRUCTION Concrete Saw 255.00 
HAWKINS fluoride 4,098.64 
EFTPS FED/FICA TAX 13,572.52 
GREAT AMERICA LEASING Sharp copier lease 185.00 
COLONIAL LIFE Dental Insurance 1,207.80 
WETTLAUFER LANDSCAPES Flowers 36.99 
GREAT PLAINS COMM. Telephone/Internet 427.31 
SIX STAR SANITATION Fee 14,187.75 
HARTFORD Life Insurance 82.25 
LINCOLN NATL LIFE INSURE LTD 147.93 
VILLAGE OF STUART Cold Patch 16,558.80 
MILLER & ASSOCIATES Street Surveyor 2,769.65 
UNITED HEALTHCARE Health Insurance 15,198.98 
ONE OFFICE SOLUTION Supplies 1,656.30 
BLACK HILLS ENERGY Heat 3,155.80 
CORE & MAIN Supplies 1,994.30 
NE CHILD SUPPORT  GARNISHMENT 184.70 
G P M Supplies 338.00 
NE ENVIRONMENT & ENERGY Fee 125.00 
CITY OF NORFOLK E-Coli Testing 100.00 
VISA-TCB Supplies 1,960.51 
GOTSCHALL & SHOLES PC Fee 1,725.00 
FIRST INTERSTATE BANK DTC Bond 25,568.75 
MASTERCARD Supplies 819.92 
COUNTRY EMBROIDERY Uniforms 384.50 
NELSON VICTORIA Lifeguard certifications 1,750.00 
SHOLES EZRA Lifeguard Certification 300.00 
WARP NETWORKS, INC Police Computer 2,200.24 
SHAMROCK DIESEL&REPAIR Sterling Repair 1,538.43 
MOON SERVICES LB840-146PIP Sign Grant 810.50 
AT&T MOBILITY Cell Phone 217.17 
ALLO BUSINESS Monthly IT Maintenance 84.00 
ALLSTELLAR, LLC Repairs 106.25 
POWERMANAGER License Fee 850.00 
EMBASSY SUITES-LAVISTA Lodging 312.90 
HOOEY HANNAH Lifeguard Certification 300.00 
MITCHEL MEGAN Lifeguard Certification 600.00 
OSBORNE JORDYN Lifeguard Certification 300.00 
DEPOSIT REFUNDS REFUND DATE 06/25/2025 75.00 
PAYROLL CHECKS PAYROLL CKS 6/13/25 27,869.31 
PAYROLL CHECKS PAYROLL CKS 6/15/25 602.76 
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PAYROLL CHECKS PAYROLL CKS 6/25/25 26,019.82 
PAYROLL CHECKS PAYROLL CKS 6/27/25 1,253.68 
  CLAIMS TOTAL 301,612.28 

 

 

_______________________________  
Josh Erickson, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________   
Shelly Wieneke 
City Clerk/Treasurer 
 

I, the undersigned City Clerk/Treasurer for the City of Atkinson, Nebraska, hereby certify 
that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of proceedings had and done by the Mayor and 
Council, July 7, 2025; that all of the subjects included in the foregoing proceedings were 
contained in the agenda for the meeting, kept continually current and readily available for public 
inspection at the office of the City Clerk; that such subjects were contained in said agenda for at 
least twenty-four hours prior to said meeting; that at least one copy of all reproducible material 
discussed at the meeting was available at the meeting for examination and copying by members 
of the public; that the said minutes were in written form and available for public inspection within 
ten working days and prior to the next convened meeting of the said body; that all new media 
requesting notification concerning meeting of said body were provided advance notification of 
the time and place of said meeting and the subjects to be discussed at said meeting. 
 
 
 
     _____________________________   
     City Clerk/Treasurer 

 


